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OAIRP and CAIRP Protest Law Society of Upper Canada Regulation of Trustees 
On September 13, 2006, OAIRP President Angela Pollard and CAIRP President Norm Kondo appeared before the Ontario Standing Committee on Justice Policy to urge an amendment to Bill 14.  The purpose of the Bill is to protect the public from unregulated providers of paralegal services by bringing paralegals under the jurisdiction of the Law Society of Upper Canada (the Law Society).  However, the Bill is so broadly drafted that it would require a licence from the Law Society to:

· Give a person advice with respect to the legal interests, rights or responsibilities of the person or of another person. 
· Select, draft, complete or revise . . . a document that relates to a matter under the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act (Canada) 

Pollard reviewed a sample of the types of documents filed in a bankruptcy, receivership and CCAA, and explained how these engagements were already regulated by the Office of the Superintendent of Bankruptcy and the courts.  Kondo referred to the CAIRP Rules of Professional Conduct and the Code of Ethic for trustees.

The joint submission by the provincial and national association asked that the Bill itself, not the regulations to the Bill or the bylaws of the Law Society, specifically exempt trustees in bankruptcy, their employees, agents and servants from the proposed legislation.

The Conservative and NDP members of the committee were critical of the overly broad language of the Bill and the failure of the Law Society or the government to consult with organizations like ours. 

Many other organizations made presentations to the committee, including the Ontario Bar Association, (which asked that trustees be exempted), the Ontario Real Estate Association and the Intellectual Property Institute of Canada (representing patent and trademark agents).

At this point, we are confident that the Bill will be amended to our satisfaction.

Our joint submission is on the OAIRP web site at http://www.oairp.ca/, under “Communications.” (
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